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Contact: Kate Kahan, outreach coordinator, Women’s Center, (406) 243-4153.
UM WOMEN’S CENTER PROVIDES INFORMATION, EDUCATION
MISSOULA—
Tucked away in a second-floor corner of The University of Montana’s University Center 
is a gem of a resource for women on campus and beyond.
The Women’s Center has existed on the Missoula campus since 1969, when it was 
formed by a group of students. It now fulfills many roles, including information clearinghouse, 
lending library and event sponsor. The Women’s Center also provides opportunities for both 
fledgling and experienced activists to stretch their wings.
“We’re an activist organization, so we provide an outlet for feminism and for women to 
become active and involved,” said Kate Kahan, outreach coordinator. “Everyone is welcome at 
any time, and there are always plenty of ways to get involved.”
The Women’s Center sponsors events such as Take Back the Night, Women’s History 
Month and Love Without Fear Week. Informational programs, workshops and film 
presentations accompanied by panel discussions are another aspect of the center’s mission to 
educate and empower.
“We have certain events that we do every year, but we also have space to address issues 
that are important to the people who come to the Women’s Center,” Kahan said.
The Women’s Center holds weekly meetings at 7 p.m. each Thursday, open to anyone 
interested in getting involved.
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“The meetings are fairly business-oriented,” she said. “That’s where we’re doing a lot 
of the organizing.”
The center provides extensive volunteer training, Kahan said, and there are no time 
requirements for volunteers.
“One of the great things about the Women’s Center is that you can be involved as much 
as you want -  a little bit or a lot,” she said.
The public also is invited to make use of the center’s library, which includes more than 
2,000 books available on a two-week lending basis. Also offered is a large selection of 
magazines, journals and newspapers, as well as many brochures.
“We have tons of information in our files,” Kahan said. “We have a lot of reference 
materials that you just can’t find anywhere else in Missoula, as far as libraries go.”
The Women’s Center is open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday through Friday. It is 
located in Room 210 of the University Center; call 243-4153 for more information.
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